
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Bring Your Own Device 
 

“If we teach today as we taught yesterday, we rob our children of tomorrow.” 
John Dewey 

 
Today’s educational system is working to take full advantage of the educational opportunities that can 

occur through mobile technology devices, which have the power to inspire learning, creativity, 

independence, collaboration, critical thinking and communication for our students.  Our students live in a 

multimedia world in which they are constantly connected and able to access information that is current.  

This is also the world in which they will be entering as working adults.   Bring Your Own Device 

(BYOD) is a being implemented in schools across the country as a means by which to provide students 

with such access to technology.  This model encourages students to bring a personal device to and from 

school, while providing a school-owned device to students where necessary.   Districts that have been 

utilizing this model have identified a number of positive reasons why this is a successful model for our 

schools. 

 

Positive Aspects of BYOD 

1. BYOD takes advantage of the technology that students already have and are familiar with so that 

they can focus on actually learning with them rather than learning how to use the device.  

2. BYOD embraces students as key contributors to the learning process. 

3. Students’ personal mobile devices tend to be more cutting-edge, so schools can more easily stay 

up-to-date with technology. 

4. By utilizing their own devices, students are more likely to remember their personally important 

mobile devices than textbooks or notes. 

5. BYOD provides district with a cost-effective means to integrate technology into the educational 

programs. 

6. BYOD programs give educators an immediate means by which to bring technology into the 

classroom. 

7. With BYOD students have the access advantage of anywhere, anytime and any device learning. 



 

8. BYOD allows student & teacher to swap roles. 

9. Through the use of an ever expanding list of educational apps and online resources, BYOD 

engages students; creates enthusiasm and excitement about learning; and allows teachers to be 

more connected to both students and parents. 

10. The flexibility of personalized devices supports different learners with differing learning needs 

and styles. 

 

11. Students take control of ensuring that their device is working, instilling a sense of responsibility. 

 

While there are issues that need to be addressed for a BYOD program to be successful, Cohasset has 

addressed these in the strengthening of the district’s infrastructure, organization of its network, 

installation of firewalls, compliance with COPPA (Child Online Privacy Protection Act), ongoing 

professional development plans, development of the District Technology Plan, and budget preparations to 

continue an ongoing support of the technology systems. 

 

 


